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METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR
OVERLAYING AND PLAYBACK OF AUDIO
DATA RECEIVED FROM DISTINCT
SOURCES

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosed implementations relate generally to media
playback, and, in particular, to overlaying and playing back
audio data and media content received from distinct devices
and systems.

BACKGROUND

In addition to playing back requested media content, users
sometimes desire to sing along with the media being played.
Users may, for example, wish to overlay a music track with
their own vocals by singing into a microphone as the music
plays. A system that provides this functionality typically
consists of a wired microphone physically plugged into a
device that only plays locally stored content. Consequently,
typical systems substantially encumber the ability of users to
select and control media content for playback, and to easily
provide their vocals for overlaying with media content.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, there is a need for devices, systems, and
methods for overlaying audio data for user vocals and media
content received from distinct devices and systems. User
vocals captured using a microphone of a client device may
be transmitted to a media presentation system, while corre-
sponding media content, such as a music track, is transmit-
ted to the media presentation system from a remote server
distinct from the client device. As the media presentation
system plays the media content, the received user vocals are
overlaid with the media content for playback as a composite
data stream. Users are therefore able to more efficiently,
effectively, and securely overlay and play back audio data.

In accordance with some implementations, a method is
performed at a media presentation system (e.g., a home
stereo or theater system) having one or more processors and
memory storing instructions for execution by the one or
more processors. The method includes receiving, from a
remote server, a first data stream for a first media item, and
playing the first media item. While playing the first media
item, a second data stream for audio data that includes
vocals is received from an application at a client device
distinct from the remote server. The vocals are overlaid with
the first media item to generate a composite data stream,
which includes combining the first and second data streams,
and the media presentation system plays the overlaid vocals.

In accordance with some implementations, a media pre-
sentation system includes one or more processors and
memory storing one or more programs configured to be
executed by the one or more processors. The one or more
programs include instructions for performing the operations
of the method described above. In accordance with some
implementations, a non-transitory computer-readable stor-
age medium has stored therein instructions that, when
executed by the media presentation system, cause the media
presentation system to perform the operations of the method
described above.

Thus, devices are provided with efficient, user-friendly
methods for overlaying and playing back audio data.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The implementations disclosed herein are illustrated by
way of example, and not by way of limitation, in the figures
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of the accompanying drawings. Like reference numerals
refer to corresponding parts throughout the drawings and
specification.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary media
content delivery system in accordance with some implemen-
tations.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary client
device in accordance with some implementations.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary media
content server in accordance with some implementations.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary media
presentation system in accordance with some implementa-
tions.

FIGS. 5A-5C are flow diagrams illustrating a method of
overlaying and playing back audio data for user vocals and
media content in accordance with some implementations.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made to implementations,
examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings. In the following description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide an understanding of
the various described implementations. However, it will be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that the various
described implementations may be practiced without these
specific details. In other instances, well-known methods,
procedures, components, circuits, and networks have not
been described in detail so as not to unnecessarily obscure
aspects of the implementations.

It will also be understood that, although the terms first,
second, etc. are, in some instances, used herein to describe
various elements, these elements should not be limited by
these terms. These terms are used only to distinguish one
element from another. For example, a first data stream could
be termed a second data stream, and, similarly, a second data
stream could be termed a first data stream, without departing
from the scope of the various described implementations.
The first data stream and the second data stream are both
data streams, but they are not the same data stream.

The terminology used in the description of the various
implementations described herein is for the purpose of
describing particular implementations only and is not
intended to be limiting. As used in the description of the
various described implementations and the appended claims,
the singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the” are intended to
include the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise. It will also be understood that the term
“and/or” as used herein refers to and encompasses any and
all possible combinations of one or more of the associated
listed items. It will be further understood that the terms
“includes,” “including,” “comprises,” and/or “comprising,”
when used in this specification, specify the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or
components, but do not preclude the presence or addition of
one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

As used herein, the term “if” is, optionally, construed to
mean “when” or “upon” or “in response to determining” or
“in response to detecting” or “in accordance with a deter-
mination that,” depending on the context. Similarly, the
phrase “if it is determined” or “if [a stated condition or
event] is detected” is, optionally, construed to mean “upon
determining” or “in response to determining” or “upon
detecting [the stated condition or event|” or “in response to
detecting [the stated condition or event]” or “in accordance
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with a determination that [a stated condition or event] is
detected,” depending on the context.

As used herein, the term “exemplary” is used in the sense
of “serving as an example, instance, or illustration” and not
in the sense of “representing the best of its kind.”

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary media
content delivery system 100 in accordance with some imple-
mentations. The media content delivery system 100 includes
one or more client devices 102-1 . . . 102-» (where n is an
integer greater than or equal to one), one or more media
content servers 104, and one or more media presentation
systems 108, including speaker 108-1, television (TV) 108-
2, and/or other media presentation system 108-m (where m
is an integer greater than two). One or more networks 112
communicably connect each component of the media con-
tent delivery system 100 with other components of the
media content delivery system 100. In some implementa-
tions, the one or more networks 112 include public commu-
nication networks, private communication networks, or a
combination of both public and private communication
networks. For example, the one or more networks 112 can be
any network (or combination of networks) such as the
Internet, other wide area networks (WAN), local area net-
works (LAN), virtual private networks (VPN), metropolitan
area networks (MAN), peer-to-peer networks, and/or ad-hoc
connections.

A client device 102 (e.g. client device 102-1, . . . client
device 102-#) is associated with one or more users. In some
implementations, a client device is a personal computer, a
mobile electronic device, a wearable computing device, a
laptop, a tablet computer, a mobile phone, a feature phone,
a smart phone, a digital media player, or any other electronic
device capable of executing and/or transmitting commands
for playing media content (e.g., transmitting media control
requests to a media content server 104, which, in response,
sends audio data to a media presentation system 108 for
playing a requested media item). In some implementations,
client devices 102 include input devices for receiving user
inputs (e.g., microphones for recording vocal input from a
user singing or speaking, which the client devices may store
and/or transmit to other components of the media content
delivery system 100, such as the media content server 104,
media presentation system 108, other client devices 102,
etc.). In some implementations, client devices 102 are the
same type of device (e.g., mobile devices). Alternatively,
client devices 102 include different types of devices.

Media presentation systems 108 (e.g., speaker 108-1, TV
108-2, . . . media presentation system 108-m) are capable of
receiving media content (e.g., a data stream for a requested
media item from the media content server 104) and present-
ing the received media content. For example, in some
implementations, speaker 108-1 is a component of a net-
work-connected audio/video system (e.g., a home entertain-
ment system, a radio/alarm clock with a digital display, or an
infotainment system of a vehicle). In some implementations,
the media content server 104 and/or client devices 102 can
send media content to media presentation systems 108. For
example, media presentation systems include computers,
dedicated media players, network-connected stereo and/or
speaker systems, network-connected vehicle media systems,
network-connected televisions, network-connected DVD
players, and universal serial bus (USB) devices with net-
work connectivity that provide playback, and the like. In
some implementations, media presentation systems 108 are
also client devices 102 (e.g., a mobile phone that plays
music, where playback is controlled by a different client
device 102).
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The media content server 104 stores media content and
provides the media content (e.g., media content requested by
the media application 222, FIG. 2, of client device 102-1
and/or 102-2), via the network(s) 112, to the media presen-
tation systems 108 (and the media presentation systems 108
receive media content from the media content server 104 via
the network(s) 112). Content stored and served by the media
content server 104, in some implementations, includes audio
(e.g., music, spoken word, podcasts, etc.), videos (e.g.,
short-form videos, music videos, television shows, movies,
clips, previews, etc.), text (e.g., articles, blog posts, emails,
etc.), images (e.g., photographs, drawings, renderings, etc.),
games (e.g., 2- or 3-dimensional graphics-based computer
games, etc.), or any combination of content types (e.g., web
pages that include any combination of the foregoing types of
content or other content not explicitly listed). The descrip-
tion of the media content server 104 as a “server” is intended
as a functional description of the devices, systems, processor
cores, and/or other components that provide the functional-
ity attributed to the media content server 104. It will be
understood that the media content server 104 may be a single
server computer or multiple server computers. The media
content server 104 may be coupled to other servers and/or
server systems, or other devices, such as other client devices,
databases, content delivery networks (e.g., peer-to-peer net-
works), network caches, and the like. In some implementa-
tions, the media content server 104 is implemented by
multiple computing devices working together to perform the
actions of a server system (e.g., cloud computing).

In some implementations, media presentation systems
108 are used to play media items (e.g., data stream of music
received from media content server 104) and overlay the
media items with audio data received from one or more
client devices 102 (e.g., a data stream of user vocals) as the
media items are played. Client devices 102 may be used to
browse and control playback of media items on the media
presentation systems 108 (e.g., via media application 222,
FIG. 2), and to store and/or transmit audio data (e.g., user
vocals) to be overlaid with the media items. In some
implementations, a client session for playing media items is
initiated at a media presentation system 108 (e.g., television
108-2). Client devices 102 (e.g., smartphones) then may
connect with the media presentation system 108 to remotely
control the client session and/or to act as microphones for
the client session.

Client devices 102, the media content server 104, and
media presentation systems 108 may be communicably
coupled in a variety of ways. In some implementations, a
client device 102-1 sends a media control request (e.g.,
request to play a particular music track) to a media content
server 104 via a network 112. In response to receiving the
media control requests, the media content server 104 trans-
mits, and the media presentation system 108 receives, a first
data stream for the requested media item via the network
112. The media presentation system 108 plays the requested
media item. At the same time, the client device 102-1 also
captures audio data from an input device of the client device
102-1 (e.g., user vocals recorded by a microphone). The
captured audio data (e.g., user vocals) are then transmitted
as a second data stream via the network 112 to the media
presentation system 108. While playing the requested media
item, the media presentation system 108 overlays the first
data stream with the second data stream (e.g., user vocals)
received from the client device 102-1, and plays the overlaid
audio data along with the requested media item (e.g., a
composite data stream combining the user vocals and
requested media item).
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Additionally and/or alternatively, client devices 102 trans-
mit data (e.g., data stream including audio data for user
vocals) to media presentation systems 108 (and media
presentation systems 108 receive data from client devices
102) directly through one or more wired (e.g., auxiliary
cable, USB, etc.) and/or wireless (e.g., BLUETOOTH/BLE)
communication technologies, radio-frequency-based near-
field-communication (NFC) technologies, infrared commu-
nication technologies, or other close-range wireless commu-
nications protocols) communications channels 106 106-1 . .
. 106-p (where p is an integer greater than or equal to one).
As an example, while playing a requested media item being
received from the media content server 104 via network 112,
the media presentation system 108 also receives a data
stream from a client device 102-1 via communications
channel 106-1 (e.g., Bluetooth) that includes user vocals
recorded by the client device 102-1 and plays the user
vocals.

In some implementations, while playing a media item, the
media presentation system 108 receives data streams from
multiple client devices 102 (e.g., different user vocals from
different client devices), and overlays the received data
streams (e.g., the different user vocals) with a media item
being played.

In some implementations, the media presentation system
108 plays a media item that is associated with a media
control request by a first client device (e.g., client device
102-1), while the media presentation system 108 receives a
data stream that includes user vocals from a second client
device (e.g., client device 102-7). Thus, one client device is
used for controlling and requesting a media item to be
played on the media presentation system, while a different
client device records and transmits the user vocals with
which the requested media item is overlaid.

In some implementations, each media presentation system
108 is associated with an identifier (e.g., a unique hardware
or application identifier, a network address, etc.) that the
media content server 104 uses to identify and/or establish
communications with the media presentation system. As
described herein, in some implementations, a client device
102 sends, through network(s) 112, a media control request
(e.g., a request to play a new song) including an authenti-
cation token to media content server 104. After verifying
that the authentication token is valid, the media content
server 104, in some implementations, retrieves an identifier
of a particular media presentation system 108 that is asso-
ciated with the authentication token. Accordingly, in some
implementations, the media content server 104 can first
verify that client device 102 is authorized to send media
control requests to a media presentation system 108 and can
then send a command corresponding to the media control
request to the media presentation system 108, even though
the client device 102 is not otherwise associated with the
media presentation system 108. A user of the client device
102 thus can control media presentation at a shared media
presentation system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary client
device 102 (e.g., client device 102-1, . . . client device 102-»
of FIG. 1) in accordance with some implementations. The
client device 102 typically includes one or more central
processing units (CPU(s), e.g., processors or cores) 202, one
or more network (or other communications) interfaces 210,
memory 212, and one or more communication buses 214 for
interconnecting these components. The communication
buses 214 optionally include circuitry (sometimes called a
chipset) that interconnects and controls communications
between system components.
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As also shown in FIG. 2, the client device 102 includes a
user interface 204, including output device(s) 206 and input
device(s) 208. In some implementations, the input devices
208 include a keyboard or track pad. Alternatively, or in
addition, the user interface 204 includes a display device that
includes a touch-sensitive surface, in which case the display
device is a touch-sensitive display. In client devices that
have a touch-sensitive display, a physical keyboard is
optional (e.g., a soft keyboard may be displayed when
keyboard entry is needed). The client device 102 includes
one or more audio input devices (e.g., a microphone) to
capture audio (e.g., user vocals). The output devices 206
optionally include speakers or an audio output connection
(i.e., audio jack) connected to speakers, earphones, or head-
phones. For example, the client device 102 optionally
includes an auxiliary output 240 through which a data
stream (e.g., of audio data) can be output to a media
presentation system 108 (e.g., received at an auxiliary input
442, FIG. 4) for playback. Furthermore, some client devices
102 use a microphone (e.g., microphone 242) and voice
recognition device to supplement or replace the keyboard.
Optionally, the client device 102 includes a location-detec-
tion device, such as a GPS (global positioning satellite) or
other geo-location receiver, and/or location-detection soft-
ware for determining the location of the client device 102.

In some implementations, the one or more network inter-
faces 210 include wireless and/or wired interfaces for
receiving data from and/or transmitting data to other client
devices 102, media presentations systems 108, a media
content server 104, and/or other devices or systems. In some
implementations, data communications are carried out using
any of a variety of custom or standard wireless protocols
(e.g., NFC, RFID, IEEE 802.15.4, Wi-Fi, ZigBee, 6LoW-
PAN, Thread, Z-Wave, Bluetooth, ISA100.11a, Wire-
lessHART, MiWi, etc.). Furthermore, in some implementa-
tions, data communications are carried out using any of a
variety of custom or standard wired protocols (e.g., USB,
Firewire, Ethernet, etc.). For example, the one or more
network interfaces 210 include a Bluetooth interface 250 for
enabling wireless data communications with other client
devices 102, media presentations systems 108, and/or or
other Bluetooth-compatible devices (e.g., for sending audio
data for user vocals to the media presentations system 108).
Furthermore, in some implementations, the one or more
network interfaces 210 includes a wireless LAN (WLAN)
interface 252 for enabling data communications with other
WLAN-compatible devices (e.g., a media presentations sys-
tem 108) and/or the media content server 104 (via the one or
more network(s) 112, FIG. 1).

Memory 212 includes high-speed random-access
memory, such as DRAM, SRAM, DDR RAM, or other
random-access solid-state memory devices; and may include
non-volatile memory, such as one or more magnetic disk
storage devices, optical disk storage devices, flash memory
devices, or other non-volatile solid-state storage devices.
Memory 212 may optionally include one or more storage
devices remotely located from the CPU(s) 202. Memory
212, or alternately, the non-volatile memory solid-state
storage devices within memory 212, includes a non-transi-
tory computer-readable storage medium. In some implemen-
tations, memory 212 or the non-transitory computer-read-
able storage medium of memory 212 stores the following
programs, modules, and data structures, or a subset or
superset thereof:

an operating system 216 that includes procedures for

handling various basic system services and for per-
forming hardware dependent tasks;
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network communication module(s) 218 for connecting
the client device 102 to other computing devices (e.g.,
client devices 102, media presentation systems 108,
media content server 104, and/or other devices) via the
one or more network interface(s) 210 (wired or wire-
less);

a user interface module 220 that receives commands
and/or inputs from a user via the user interface 204
(e.g., from the input devices 208), and provides outputs
for playback and/or display by the user interface 204
(e.g., the output devices 206);

a media application 222 (e.g., an application associated
with a media content provider, including a media
player, a streaming media application, or any other
appropriate application or component of an applica-
tion) for browsing, receiving, processing, presenting,
and requesting playback of media content (e.g., media
content streams, media content files, advertisements,
web pages, videos, audio, games, etc.). The media
application 222 also includes the following modules (or
sets of instructions), or a subset or superset thereof:
an authentication module 224 for sending authentica-

tion tokens corresponding to one or more media
presentation systems associated with the client
device 102 (e.g., one or more of the media presen-
tation systems 108 from FIG. 1), receiving authen-
tication tokens from other client devices, and option-
ally generating authentication tokens for media
presentation systems associated with client device
102;

a media content browsing module 226 for providing
controls and/or user interfaces enabling a user to
navigate, select for playback (e.g., by sending a
media control request to a media content server 104,
which then sends a data stream for requested media
content to a media presentation system 108, FIG. 1),
and otherwise control or interact with media content,
whether the media content is stored or played locally
or remotely;

an overlay module 228 for sending audio data (e.g.,
user vocals recorded using microphone 242) to other
devices or systems for overlaying with media content
(e.g., overlaying user vocals with a requested music
track);

a web browser application 230 (e.g., Internet Explorer by
Microsoft, Firefox by Mozilla, Safari by Apple, or
Chrome by Google) for accessing, viewing, and inter-
acting with web sites; and

other applications 232, such as applications for word
processing, calendaring, mapping, weather, stocks,
time keeping, virtual digital assistant, presenting, num-
ber crunching (spreadsheets), drawing, instant messag-
ing, e-mail, telephony, video conferencing, photo man-
agement, video management, a digital music player, a
digital video player, 2D gaming, 3D (e.g., virtual
reality) gaming, electronic book reader, and/or workout
support.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary media
content server 104 in accordance with some implementa-
tions. The media content server 104 typically includes one or
more central processing units/cores (CPUs) 302, one or
more network interfaces 304, memory 306, and one or more
communication buses 308 for interconnecting these compo-
nents.

Memory 306 includes high-speed random access memory,
such as DRAM, SRAM, DDR RAM, or other random access
solid-state memory devices; and may include non-volatile
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memory, such as one or more magnetic disk storage devices,
optical disk storage devices, flash memory devices, or other
non-volatile solid-state storage devices. Memory 306,
optionally, includes one or more storage devices remotely
located from one or more CPUs 302. Memory 306, or,
alternatively, the non-volatile solid-state memory device(s)
within memory 306, includes a non-transitory computer-
readable storage medium. In some implementations,
memory 306, or the non-transitory computer-readable stor-
age medium of memory 306, stores the following programs,
modules and data structures, or a subset or superset thereof:
an operating system 310 that includes procedures for
handling various basic system services and for per-
forming hardware dependent tasks;

a network communication module 312 that is used for
connecting the media content server 104 to other com-
puting devices via one or more network interfaces 304
(wired or wireless) connected to one or more networks
112 such as the Internet, other WANSs, LANs, PANs,
MANS, VPN, peer-to-peer networks, content delivery
networks, ad-hoc connections, and so on;

one or more server application modules 314 for enabling
the media content server 104 to perform various func-
tions, the server application modules 314 including, but
not limited to, one or more of:
an authentication module 316 for managing authenti-

cation and/or authorization requests, the authentica-

tion module 316 including, but not limited to, one or
more of:

a token generating module 318 for generating
authentication tokens permitting use of media
presentation systems 108 (FIG. 1); and

a token validating module 320 for verifying that an
authentication token is valid (e.g., has not yet
expired or has not yet been revoked);

a media request processing module 322 for processing
requests for media content (e.g., received from client
devices 102) and facilitating access to requested
media content items by client devices 102 including,
optionally, streaming media content to such devices
or to one or more media presentation systems 108;
and

one or more server data module(s) 324 for handling the
storage of and access to media content items and
metadata relating to the media content items; in some
implementations, the one or more server data module
(s) 324 include:

a media content database 326 for storing media content
items (e.g., audio files, video files, text files, lyrics
for media content, etc.);

a metadata database 328 for storing metadata relating to
the media content items (e.g., pitch, beat, and/or
chord data for media items for auto-tuning user
vocals); and

a media account database 330 for storing account
information for user media accounts, including user
profiles, credentials (e.g., user identifiers, passwords,
email addresses, etc.), credentials or identifiers of
any linked accounts, and the like.

In some implementations, the media content server 104
includes web or Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) serv-
ers, File Transfer Protocol (FTP) servers, as well as web
pages and applications implemented using Common Gate-
way Interface (CGI) script, PHP Hyper-text Preprocessor
(PHP), Active Server Pages (ASP), Hyper Text Markup
Language (HTML), Extensible Markup Language (XML),
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Java, JavaScript, Asynchronous JavaScript and XML
(AJAX), XHP, Javelin, Wireless Universal Resource File
(WURFL), and the like.

Although FIG. 3 illustrates the media content server 104
in accordance with some implementations, FIG. 3 is
intended more as a functional description of the various
features that may be present in one or more media content
servers than as a structural schematic of the implementations
described herein. In practice, items shown separately could
be combined and some items could be separated. For
example, some items shown separately in FIG. 3 could be
implemented on single servers and single items could be
implemented by one or more servers. The actual number of
servers used to implement the media content server 104, and
how features are allocated among them, will vary from one
implementation to another and, optionally, depends in part
on the amount of data traffic that the server system handles
during peak usage periods as well as during average usage
periods.

In some implementations, the media content server 104
uses tables, databases, or other appropriate data structures to
associate respective users with respective media presenta-
tion systems and to manage authentication tokens (i.e.,
access tokens) associated with respective media presentation
systems.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary media
presentation system 108 in accordance with some imple-
mentations. The media presentation system 108 typically
includes one or more central processing units (CPU(s), e.g.,
processors or cores) 402, one or more network (or other
communications) interfaces 410, memory 412, and one or
more communication buses 414 for interconnecting these
components. The communication buses 414 optionally
include circuitry (sometimes called a chipset) that intercon-
nects and controls communications between system com-
ponents.

As also shown in FIG. 4, the media presentation system
108 includes a user interface 404, including output device(s)
406 and input device(s) 408. In some implementations, the
input devices include buttons, a keyboard, and/or track pad.
Alternatively, or in addition, the user interface 404 includes
a display device that includes a touch-sensitive surface, in
which case the display device is a touch-sensitive display.
The media presentation system 108 optionally includes an
auxiliary input 442 through which a data stream (e.g., of
audio data including user vocals) can be received from a
connected device or system (e.g., an auxiliary output 240 of
a client device 102, FIG. 2) for playback. The output devices
(e.g., output device(s) 406) include speakers 440 and/or an
audio output connection (i.e., audio jack) connected to
speakers, earphones, or headphones. Optionally, the media
presentation system 108 includes a location-detection
device, such as a GPS (global positioning satellite) or other
geo-location receiver, and/or location-detection software for
determining the location of the media presentation system
108.

In some implementations, the one or more network inter-
faces 410 include wireless and/or wired interfaces for
receiving data from and/or transmitting data to other media
presentation systems 108, client devices 102, a media con-
tent server 104, and/or other devices or systems. In some
implementations, data communications are carried out using
any of a variety of custom or standard wireless protocols
(e.g., NFC, RFID, IEEE 802.15.4, Wi-Fi, ZigBee, 6LoW-
PAN, Thread, Z-Wave, Bluetooth, ISA100.11a, Wire-
lessHART, MiWi, etc.). Furthermore, in some implementa-
tions, data communications are carried out using any of a

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

variety of custom or standard wired protocols (e.g., USB,
Firewire, Ethernet, etc.). For example, the one or more
network interfaces 410 include a Bluetooth interface 450 for
enabling wireless data communications with other client
devices 102, media presentations systems 108, and/or or
other Bluetooth-compatible devices (e.g., for receiving
audio data for user vocals from a client device 102). Fur-
thermore, in some implementations, the one or more net-
work interfaces 410 includes a wireless LAN (WLAN)
interface 452 for enabling data communications with other
WLAN-compatible devices (e.g., client devices 102, other
media presentation systems 108, etc.) and/or the media
content server 104 (via the one or more network(s) 112, FIG.
1).

Memory 412 includes high-speed random-access
memory, such as DRAM, SRAM, DDR RAM, or other
random-access solid-state memory devices; and may include
non-volatile memory, such as one or more magnetic disk
storage devices, optical disk storage devices, flash memory
devices, or other non-volatile solid-state storage devices.
Memory 412 may optionally include one or more storage
devices remotely located from the CPU(s) 402. Memory
412, or alternately, the non-volatile memory solid-state
storage devices within memory 412, includes a non-transi-
tory computer-readable storage medium. In some implemen-
tations, memory 412 or the non-transitory computer-read-
able storage medium of memory 412 stores the following
programs, modules, and data structures, or a subset or
superset thereof:

an operating system 416 that includes procedures for
handling various basic system services and for per-
forming hardware dependent tasks;

network communication module(s) 418 for connecting
the media presentation system 108 to other computing
devices (e.g., client devices 102, media presentation
systems 108, a media content server 104, and/or other
devices) via the one or more network interface(s) 410
(wired or wireless);

a user interface module 420 that receives commands
and/or inputs from a user via the user interface 404
(e.g., from the input devices 408), and provides outputs
for playback and/or display on the user interface 404
(e.g., the output devices 406);

a media application 422 (e.g., an application associated
with a media content provider, including a media
player, a streaming media application, or any other
appropriate application or component of an applica-
tion) for browsing, receiving (e.g., from media content
server 104), processing, presenting, and playing media
content (e.g., media content streams, media content
files, advertisements, web pages, videos, audio, games,
etc.) and other audio data (e.g., data including user
vocals received from a client device 102). The media
application 422 also includes the following modules (or
sets of instructions), or a subset or superset thereof:
an authentication module 424 for sending authentica-

tion tokens corresponding to one or more client
devices 102 associated with the media presentation
system 108, receiving authentication tokens from
client devices, and/or generating authentication
tokens;

a media content browsing module 426 for providing
controls and/or user interfaces enabling a user to
navigate, select for playback, and otherwise control
or interact with media content, whether the media
content is stored or played locally or remotely;
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an overlay module 428 for receiving audio data (e.g.,
user vocals recorded using microphone 242 of client
device 102, FIG. 2) from other devices or systems
and overlaying the received audio data with media
content (e.g., overlaying user vocals with a requested
music track received from the media content server
104), including, but not limited to, one or more of:
a synchronization module 430 for combining mul-
tiple data streams (e.g., by measuring a latency of
a communications channel over which audio data
for user vocals is received, and offsetting data
streams for a media item and user vocals based on
the measured latency); and

an optional auto-tune module 432 for auto-tuning
vocals based on a pitch (e.g., of a media item with
which vocals are overlaid);

a web browser application 434 (e.g., Internet Explorer by
Microsoft, Firefox by Mozilla, Safari by Apple, or
Chrome by Google) for accessing, viewing, and inter-
acting with web sites; and

other applications 436, such as applications for word
processing, calendaring, mapping, weather, stocks,
time keeping, virtual digital assistant, presenting, num-
ber crunching (spreadsheets), drawing, instant messag-
ing, e-mail, telephony, video conferencing, photo man-
agement, video management, a digital music player, a
digital video player, 2D gaming, 3D (e.g., virtual
reality) gaming, electronic book reader, and/or workout
support.

In some implementations, the media application 422
stores media items 433 (e.g., that have been downloaded
from the media content server 104).

In some implementations, the media presentation system
108 is a type of client device 102, and includes some or all
of the same components, modules, and sub-modules as
described above in FIG. 2 with respect to the client device
102.

Each of the above identified modules stored in memory
212, 306, and 412 corresponds to a set of instructions for
performing a function described herein. The above identified
modules or programs (i.e., sets of instructions) need not be
implemented as separate software programs, procedures, or
modules, and thus various subsets of these modules may be
combined or otherwise re-arranged in various implementa-
tions. In some implementations, memory 212, 306, and 412
optionally store a subset or superset of the respective mod-
ules and data structures identified above. Furthermore,
memory 212, 306, and 412 optionally store additional mod-
ules and data structures not described above.

FIGS. 5A-5C are flow diagrams illustrating a method 500
of overlaying and playing back audio data for user vocals
and media content, in accordance with some implementa-
tions.

The method 500 is performed (502) at a media presenta-
tion system (e.g., media presentation system 108, FIGS. 1
and 4) having one or more processors and memory storing
instructions for execution by the one or more processors.
FIGS. 5A-5C correspond to instructions stored in a com-
puter memory or other computer-readable storage medium
(e.g., memory 412 of the media presentation system 108,
FIG. 4).

The media presentation system receives (504), from a
remote server (e.g., media content server 104, FIGS. 1 and
3), a first data stream for a first media item. In some
implementations, the first media item includes (506) a song,
and the first data stream for the first media item includes
audio data for the song (e.g., audio data for a requested
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music track). Referring to FIG. 1, for example, the media
presentation system 108 receives a data stream for a music
track from the media content server 104 via the network(s)
112 (e.g., a LAN connected to a service provider). In some
implementations, the first data stream further includes (508)
textual data for lyrics of the song.

In some implementations, the media presentation system
receives (510) the first data stream in accordance with a
media item request by an application at a client device
distinct from the media presentation system. For example,
using a media application 222 stored on the client device
102-1 (FIG. 2), a user sends a media control request for a
particular media item via the network(s) 112 to the media
content server 104. The media content server 104 processes
the media control request and transmits the first data stream
for the requested media item to the media presentation
system 108 (and the media presentation system 108 receives
the first data stream from the media content server 104) via
the network(s) 112. In some implementations, the applica-
tion (e.g., media application 222) is associated (512) with
the remote server (e.g., media content server 104). For
example, the application may be a downloadable application
that users of a service provided by the remote server use to
request and play media.

In some implementations, the first data stream corre-
sponds (514) to a portion of data for the first media item. The
first media item may, for example, be streamed to the media
presentation system 108 such that the first media item is
transmitted to the media presentation system portions at a
time. The media presentation system buffers and/or plays
transmitted portions of the first media item as they are
received.

In some implementations, the media presentation system
receives (516) the first data stream over a first communica-
tions channel (e.g., a wireless LAN, such as a Wi-Fi net-
work).

The media presentation system plays (518) the first media
item. In some implementations, playing (518) the first media
item is performed (520) after receiving the entire first media
item. For example, the media presentation system 108 plays
a requested music track after completely downloading the
entire file for the music track. Alternatively, playing (518)
the first media item overlaps with receiving (522) the first
data stream. In other words, the first media item is played
while it is being received from the remote server by the
media presentation system (and while the remote server is
transmitting the first media item to the media presentation
system), before the first media item is received in its entirety
(e.g., the first media item is streamed to the media presen-
tation system).

Referring now to FIG. 5B, while playing (518) the first
media item, the media presentation system receives (524),
from the application at the client device distinct from the
remote server, a second data stream for audio data that
includes vocals. As an example, as the media presentation
system plays the first media item, a user may sing along with
the first media item by using a microphone 242 of a client
device 102-1 (recorded using media application 222, FIG.
2). Audio data recorded by the microphone 242 (e.g., vocals)
is then transmitted (by the media application 222) to the
media presentation system 108.

In some implementations, the application is associated
(526) with the remote server (e.g., media application 222 is
a downloadable application that users of a service provided
by the media content server 104 use to overlay vocals over
requested media).
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In some implementations, the client device is (528) a
mobile phone that includes a microphone (e.g., client device
102-1 with a microphone 242, FIG. 2).

In some implementations, the media presentation system
receives (530) the second data stream over the first com-
munications channel. That is, in some cases, the media
presentation system receives the first data stream for the first
media item (e.g., data stream for a music track) and the
second data stream for audio data that includes vocals (e.g.,
recorded user vocals) over the same communications chan-
nel (e.g., over the same wireless LAN).

In some implementations, the media presentation system
receives (532) the second data stream over a second com-
munications channel (e.g., communications channel 106-1,
FIG. 1) distinct from the first communications channel (e.g.,
a wireless LAN of the network(s) 112). The second com-
munications channel, in some implementations, is based
(534) on a close-range wireless communications protocol
(e.g., audio data including user vocals is transmitted via a
Bluetooth connection, where the audio data is sent by the
client device 102-1 through the Bluetooth interface 250 and
received by the media presentation system 108 through the
Bluetooth interface 450, FIGS. 2 and 4). Alternatively, in
some implementations, the second communications channel
is (536) a wired connection (e.g., audio data including user
vocals is sent by the client device 102-1 through the auxil-
iary output 240 and received by the media presentation
system 108 through the auxiliary input 442, FIGS. 2 and 4).

Continuing with FIG. 5C, while playing (518) the first
media item, the media presentation system overlays (538)
the vocals with (i.e., onto) the first media item to generate a
composite data stream. Overlaying includes combining the
first and second data streams. The media presentation system
plays (550) the overlaid vocals, which are thus played along
with the first media item. Thus, the audio recording func-
tionality of a client device may be used to sing along with
a requested media item, where the media presentation sys-
tem is configured to output audio that combines user vocals
with the requested media item.

In some implementations, playing the overlaid vocals
while playing the first media item comprises playing the
composite data stream (e.g., an overlay module 428 com-
bines data from the first data stream for a music track with
data from the second data stream that includes user vocals to
form a composite data stream, which is then output through
speakers of the media presentation system 108, FIG. 4).

In some implementations, receiving (524) the second data
stream, overlaying (538) the vocals, and playing (550) the
overlaid vocals overlap with receiving (504) the first data
stream. That is, the media presentation system overlays user
vocals with the first data stream in real-time as audio data for
the requested media item and audio data for the user vocals
are streamed to and received by the media presentation
system.

In some implementations, overlaying (538) the vocals
includes offsetting (540) the first data stream from the
second data stream (e.g., implementing a time delay
between the first data stream and the second data stream). In
some implementations, offsetting (540) includes measuring
(542) a latency of a communications channel over which the
second data stream is received. The media presentation
system offsets the first data stream from the second data
stream in accordance with (e.g., proportional to) the mea-
sured latency of the communications channel. In some
implementations, the communications channel is based on a
wireless communications protocol (e.g., Bluetooth).
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In some implementations, the offsetting (540) is per-
formed if'the first data stream and the second data stream are
received over distinct communications channels (e.g.,
receiving data stream for media item over wireless LAN and
receiving data stream for user vocals over Bluetooth). In
some implementations, the offsetting (540) is performed if
the second data stream is received over a wireless commu-
nications channel (e.g., Bluetooth). In some implementa-
tions, the media presentation system foregoes offsetting the
first data stream from the second data stream if the second
data stream is received over a wired connection (e.g., an
auxiliary cable).

In some implementations, the media presentation system
auto-tunes (546) the vocals using data received from the
remote server indicating pitch, beat, and/or chords for the
first media item (e.g., pitch data stored in metadata database
328, FIG. 3). The media presentation system overlays (548)
the auto-tuned vocals with the first media item to generate
the composite data stream. In some implementations, the
media presentation system modulates the vocals to produce
a selected sound effect (e.g., a robot voice or vocoder effect)
and overlays (548) the modulated vocals with the first media
item to generate the composite data stream.

Although some of various drawings illustrate a number of
logical stages in a particular order, stages which are not
order dependent may be reordered and other stages may be
combined or broken out. Furthermore, in some implemen-
tations, some stages may be performed in parallel and/or
simultaneously with other stages. While some reordering or
other groupings are specifically mentioned, others will be
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art, so the ordering
and groupings presented herein are not an exhaustive list of
alternatives. Moreover, it should be recognized that the
stages could be implemented in hardware, firmware, soft-
ware, or any combination thereof.

The foregoing description, for purpose of explanation, has
been described with reference to specific implementations.
However, the illustrative discussions above are not intended
to be exhaustive or to limit the implementations to the
precise forms disclosed. Many modifications and variations
are possible in view of the above teachings. The implemen-
tations were chosen and described in order to best explain
the principles and their practical applications, to thereby
enable others skilled in the art to best utilize the implemen-
tations and various implementations with various modifica-
tions as are suited to the particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

at a media presentation system having a network connec-

tion, one or more processors, and memory storing
instructions for execution by the one or more proces-
sors, wherein the media presentation system is distinct
from a remote server and distinct from a client device:
receiving, over a first communications channel, from
the remote server via the network connection, a first
data stream for a first media item;
playing the first media item; and
while playing the first media item:
receiving, over a second communications channel
distinct from the first communications channel,
from an application at the client device distinct
from the remote server and distinct from the media
presentation system, a second data stream for
audio data that includes vocals provided by a user
as the first media item plays;
measuring a latency of the second communications
channel;
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overlaying, with the first media item, the vocals
provided by the user as the first media item plays
to generate a composite data stream, the overlay-
ing comprising:
offsetting the first data stream from the second
data stream in accordance with the measured
latency of the second communications channel;
and
combining the first and second data streams in
accordance with the offset of the data streams;
and
playing the composite data stream, including the
overlaid vocals provided by the user and the first
media item.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first media item
includes a song, and the first data stream for the first media
item includes audio data for the song.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the first data stream
further comprises textual data for lyrics of the song.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the application is
associated with the remote server.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the first data stream is
received in accordance with a media item request by the
application at the client device.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the client device is a
mobile phone that includes a microphone.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the second
data stream; overlaying, with the first media item, the
vocals; and playing the overlaid vocals overlap with receiv-
ing the first data stream.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the first data stream
corresponds to a portion of data for the first media item.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein playing the first media
item is performed after receiving the entire first media item.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the second commu-
nications channel is based on a close-range wireless com-
munications protocol.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the second commu-
nications channel is a wired connection.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein overlaying, with the
first media item, the vocals comprises:

auto-tuning the vocals using data received from the

remote server indicating pitch for the first media item;
and

overlaying, with the first media item, the auto-tuned

vocals to generate the composite data stream.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the client device is a
first client device and the composite data stream further
includes vocals provided by a second user at a second client
device distinct from the first client device.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the latency of the
second communications channel is a latency measured
between the client device and the media presentation sys-
tem.

15. A media presentation system distinct from a remote
server and distinct from a client device, comprising:

one or more processors; and

memory storing one or more programs for execution by

the one or more processors, the one or more programs
including instructions for:
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receiving, over a first communications channel, from
the remote server via the network connection, a first
data stream for a first media item;
playing the first media item; and
while playing the first media item:
receiving, over a second communications channel
distinct from the first communications channel,
from an application at the client device distinct
from the remote server and distinct from the media
presentation system, a second data stream for
audio data that includes vocals provided by a user
as the first media item plays;
measuring a latency of the second communications
channel;
overlaying, with the first media item, the vocals
provided by the user as the first media item plays
to generate a composite data stream, the overlay-
ing comprising:
offsetting the first data stream from the second
data stream in accordance with the measured
latency of the second communications channel;
and
combining the first and second data streams in
accordance with the offset of the data streams;
and
playing the composite data stream, including the
overlaid vocals provided by the user and the first
media item.

16. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing one or more programs for execution by one or more
processors of a media presentation system having a network
connection, wherein the media presentation system is dis-
tinct from a remote server and distinct from a client device,
the one or more programs including instructions for:

receiving, over a first communications channel, from the

remote server via the network connection, a first data
stream for a first media item;

playing the first media item; and

while playing the first media item:

receiving, over a second communications channel dis-
tinct from the first communications channel, from an
application at the client device distinct from the
remote server and distinct from the media presenta-
tion system, a second data stream for audio data that
includes vocals provided by a user as the first media
item plays;
measuring a latency of the second communications
channel;
overlaying, with the first media item, the vocals pro-
vided by the user as the first media item plays to
generate a composite data stream, the overlaying
comprising:
offsetting the first data stream from the second data
stream in accordance with the measured latency of
the second communications channel; and
combining the first and second data streams in accor-
dance with the offset of the data streams; and
playing the composite data stream, including the over-
laid vocals provided by the user and the first media
item.



